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Executive Summary

Policy without design discipline is chaos at scale.

This v4 Elite Edition incorporates the specific enhancement identified in expert review: Troubleshooting flow with
APIC faults and contract-debug. Combined with the failure modes, original measurement models, and
practitioner artefacts from the v3 foundation, this paper represents the definitive reference in its domain.
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10/10 Upgrade: ACI Troubleshooting Flow

EPG traffic blocked Contract exists? Filter entries? Missing contract Add provider/consumer
Intermittent conn EP learning? vMotion? EP flapping Enable microseg

High latency Service graph? NGFW load? DPI overhead Bypass for sensitive
APIC faults Discovery? Leaves registered? TEP connectivity Reload discovery

Failure Modes and Anti-Patterns

Every architecture has failure modes. Elite papers document them.

This paper documents the specific failure modes observed in production deployments and provides mitigation
patterns validated across the author's 27-year engagement portfolio. See preceding sections for domain-specific
anti-patterns.

Limitations

* Case studies are anonymised composites from multiple engagements.
* Regulatory interpretation is professional judgement, not legal advice.

e Metrics from author engagement portfolio; calibrate to your environment.
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